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Madam Chair,
I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States.
[Alignment paragraph]
The EU and its Member States welcomes the Draft WHO global strategy on health, environment and climate change and the Draft global plan of action on climate change and health in small island developing States.
Climate change and environmental degradation affect people’s health and development, increase the risk of conflicts, poverty, hunger and forced migration. There are considerable inequalities, as people living in poverty are often hit the hardest, though extreme weather events, like heat waves, floodings and storms, can affect the whole population and not only hit vulnerable groups. As the strategy underlines, known avoidable environmental risks cause at least 13 million deaths per year.
It is essential to ensure that the WHO Global Strategy on Health, Environment and Climate Change is fully embedded in the 2030 Agenda.  To achieve the SDGs we need to work across agendas, promote actions that are mutually reinforcing and that support co-benefits for the goals and targets aiming at more healthy societies. To do this, there is a need for a more integrated, ONE-UN-approach in which all relevant UN-organizations, work closely together, with other stakeholders, at the global, regional and national level. For instance, WHO needs to be fully involved in the Implementation Plan to tackle pollution that will be adopted at the upcoming meeting of the UN Environment Assembly in March. 
It is also important for this strategy to keep the One Health approach in mind. For example, antimicrobial resistance can only be tackled through such an effective approach, which includes addressing environmental conditions. 
Madam Chair, 
The cost of inaction is huge. Building the resilience of health systems to mitigate health impacts from environmental degradation and climate change will save lives and money, now and in the future. An effective application of circular economy principles will assist in tackling the problem. Education, awareness and prevention are also paramount. Furthermore, avoiding substantial impacts of climate change will have health benefits, and together with the co-benefits of climate change mitigation and adaptation, tackling climate change is a great opportunity for health improvement. 
The recent evaluation of the EU strategy on adaptation to climate change emphasizes the importance of cross-sectoral cooperation and building the awareness and capacity of health systems to address current and emerging climate-related health risks. A Health-in-All Policies approach is thus necessary in the draft WHO-strategy.

The EU commends the DG’s strong commitment for Health, Environment and Climate Change and we congratulate the secretariat on the successful First High-Level Conference on Air Pollution and Health which brought global attention to the enormous impacts on people’s health due to air pollution. 
We also congratulate the Secretariat on its work on the WHO Chemicals Roadmap to enhance engagement in the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) towards the 2020 goal and beyond, and the Global Network on Chemicals and Health. The effective implementation in the long-term of this Roadmap and an assessment of progress towards SDG target 3.9.3 on the mortality rate attributed to unintentional poisoning is important. We trust that the Secretariat will set aside adequate resources for achieving the strategy´s chemicals safety goal, which significantly contributes to achieving WHO´s strategic priority of saving 3.8 million lives, by promoting healthier populations through healthier environments.
The EU kindly asks that the Director General to take into account in the draft strategy all these points mentioned.
Thank you
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